Ohio state quarterbacks history Handbook Vol. 2023, Issue 1

Ohio state quarterbacks history Handbook

Ohio State Quarterbacks History

Ohio State Quarterbacks History: A Legacy of Leadership and Excellence

ohio state quarterbacks history is a fascinating journey through decades of
football

excellence, leadership, and remarkable talent that has shaped not only the Buckeyes but
also the landscape of college football. From legendary ?gures who de?ned eras to modern
stars who have continued the tradition, Ohio State quarterbacks have left an indelible
mark on the sport. Let?s dive deep into the story of these pivotal players, exploring the
evolution of the position and the impact they've had on the program.

The Early Days: Foundations of Ohio State Quarterbacking

Ohio State University?s football program dates back to the late 19th century, but the
guarterback position began gaining prominence as the game evolved through the early
and mid-20th century. In those formative years, the role of the quarterback was di?erent
from today?s pass-heavy o?enses. The QB was often a ?eld general responsible for calling
plays on the ?eld and managing a run-dominant attack.

Key Figures from the Early Era

**Les Horvath (1944)**: One of the earliest Ohio State quarterbacks to gain national
recognition, Horvath won the Heisman Trophy in 1944. His leadership and versatility

helped the Buckeyes secure national acclaim during World War 1.
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**Cecil Souders and Paul Sarringhaus**: Though not quarterbacks, their eras
contextualize the style of play that Ohio State quarterbacks operated

within?primarily power run o?enses with limited passing.

This era set the groundwork for the more dynamic and strategically complex quarterback
play that would come later.

The Woody Hayes Era: Toughness and Tradition

The tenure of Coach Woody Hayes (1951-1978) is synonymous with the Ohio State
football identity: hard-nosed, disciplined, and relentless. Under Hayes, quarterbacks were
expected to embody those qualities, blending grit with leadership.

Notable Quarterbacks During Hayes? Tenure

*Rex Kern (1968-1970)**: Known as ?The Man with the Golden Arm,? Kern was

pivotal in Ohio State?s 1968 national championship. His ability to both run and pass
e?ectively made him a prototype for the dual-threat quarterback in a predominantly
run-?rst o?ense.

**Cornelius Greene (1972-1974)**: Greene was another dual-threat QB who thrived
under Hayes? system, combining athleticism with clutch performances, including

leading the Buckeyes to multiple Big Ten titles.

During this period, Ohio State quarterbacks were more than just passers; they were the
embodiment of Hayes? philosophy?winning with power and precision.

The Modern Era: Evolution and Stardom

As football o?enses across the nation became more sophisticated, Ohio State
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guarterbacks adapted and ?ourished in more pass-oriented systems. The program began
producing quarterbacks who not only excelled in college but also made headlines in the
NFL.

From Art Schlichter to Troy Smith: A New Age of Ohio State QBs

**Art Schlichter (1978-1981)**: Known for his strong arm and leadership, Schlichter

was a standout in the late 1970s but also faced challenges 0? the ?eld. His college
career highlighted both the pressures and potential of being a high-pro?le Ohio

State quarterback.

**Troy Smith (2003-2006)**: Smith represents a pinnacle in Ohio State quarterbacks
history. Winning the Heisman Trophy in 2006, he combined athleticism, intelligence,

and poise to lead the Buckeyes to national prominence. His dual-threat capabilities

and clutch performances are still celebrated by fans.

Urban Meyer?s In?uence and the Rise of the Spread O?ense

When Urban Meyer took over as head coach in 2012, the Buckeyes? o?ensive philosophy
shifted dramatically. Meyer?s emphasis on the spread o?ense and quarterback mobility
transformed the position at Ohio State.

**Braxton Miller (2011-2014)**: Miller was the ?rst true embodiment of Meyer?s

dynamic quarterback vision. His speed and playmaking ability rede?ned the QB role

in Columbus.

**J.T. Barrett (2014-2017)**: A proli?c passer and leader, Barrett set numerous Ohio
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State records and was a fan favorite for his consistency and toughness.

**Dwayne Haskins (2016-2018)**: Known for his powerful arm and accuracy,

Haskins broke many passing records in his brief time as starter and was a ?rst-

round NFL draft pick.

Ohio State Quarterbacks and Their Impact on the NFL

Ohio State has been a quarterback factory not just for college football but also for the
professional ranks. The history of Ohio State quarterbacks is deeply intertwined with the
NFL?s evolution, as many Buckeye QBs have made signi?cant impacts at the next level.
Notable NFL Success Stories

**Craig Krenzel (1999-2002)**: Though not a star in the NFL, Krenzel?s leadership at
Ohio State, especially during the 2002 National Championship season, is legendary.
**Troy Smith**: After winning the Heisman, Smith played several seasons in the

NFL, showcasing the caliber of quarterback Ohio State produces.

**Dwayne Haskins**: Despite a career cut short, Haskins showed ?ashes of

brilliance in the NFL, highlighting the potential of Ohio State signal-callers.

**Justin Fields (2019-2020)**: One of the most recent stars, Fields dazzled with his
athleticism and arm talent before being drafted highly in the NFL. His transition to

the professional level is eagerly watched by fans.

The program?s ability to prepare quarterbacks for the next stage re?ects Ohio State?s
commitment to excellence and adaptability in quarterback development.

Understanding the Legacy: What Makes Ohio State Quarterbacks
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Unique?

Ohio State quarterbacks history is not just about individual talent; it?s about a culture that
demands toughness, intelligence, and leadership. Several factors contribute to the
program?s success in developing top-tier QBs:

Coaching Excellence: From Woody Hayes to Urban Meyer and beyond,
coaching

philosophies have shaped quarterback play to ?t both the era and the players?
strengths.

Recruitment and Development: Ohio State consistently recruits elite
2.

guarterback prospects and invests heavily in their growth, both on and 0? the ?eld.

Supportive O?ensive Systems: The evolution from power-run o?enses to
spread

3.

and pro-style attacks has allowed quarterbacks to showcase diverse skill sets.

Leadership Expectations: Buckeye quarterbacks are expected to be leaders in
4.

the locker room and community, embodying the spirit of Ohio State football.

Tips for Aspiring Quarterbacks Inspired by Ohio State?s History

For young athletes dreaming of emulating the Buckeye QB legacy, here are some valuable
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takeaways:

**Develop Versatility:** Being able to run and pass e?ectively makes you

unpredictable and valuable.

*Embrace Leadership:** Commanding respect and motivating teammates is just as
important as physical skills.

**Adapt to Coaching:** Being coachable and willing to learn new systems can

elevate your game.

**Stay Resilient:** Ohio State quarterbacks often face intense pressure; mental
toughness is key to thriving.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Ohio State Quarterbacks

As college football continues to evolve with new o?ensive innovations and athletic
demands, Ohio State quarterbacks history is still being written. With a strong recruiting
pipeline and innovative coaching sta?, the Buckeyes are poised to continue producing
elite quarterbacks who will carry on the tradition of excellence.

The recent emergence of players like C.J. Stroud has already begun to add exciting
chapters to this storied history. Fans and analysts alike anticipate that Ohio State will
remain a quarterback powerhouse for years to come, blending rich tradition with cutting-
edge football strategies.

Ohio State quarterbacks history is a testament to the program?s unwavering commitment
to cultivating leadership, skill, and resilience. Each generation of Buckeye QBs adds a new

layer to this legacy, inspiring future players who dream of donning the scarlet and gray
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and leading one of college football?s most respected teams.

Question

Answer

Who is considered the greatest

guarterback in Ohio State

history?

Troy Smith is often regarded as the greatest
guarterback in Ohio State history, having won the
Heisman Trophy in 2006 and leading the Buckeyes to
multiple Big Ten championships.

Which Ohio State quarterback

won the Heisman Trophy?

Troy Smith won the Heisman Trophy in 2006,
becoming the most recent Ohio State quarterback to
receive the prestigious award.

How many Ohio State

guarterbacks have been

drafted into the NFL?

Over the years, more than 20 Ohio State quarterbacks

have been drafted into the NFL, including notable

Vol. 2023, Issue 1
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players like Art Schlichter, Craig Krenzel, Troy Smith,

and Justin Fields.

Who was the starting Ohio

State quarterback during the

2014 National Championship?

J.T. Barrett was the starting quarterback for Ohio State

during the 2014 season, but Cardale Jones led the

team as the starting quarterback during their College

Football Playo? run and National Championship

victory.

When did Ohio State ?rst have

a notable quarterback in

college football history?

Ohio State?s quarterback history dates back to the

early 20th century, but players like Rex Kern in the

late 1960s brought national attention to the position at

Ohio State.

Which Ohio State quarterbacks

have made signi?cant impacts

in the NFL?

Ohio State quarterbacks such as Troy Smith, J.T.

Vol. 2023, Issue 1
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Barrett, and Justin Fields have made impacts in the
NFL, with Justin Fields currently being a prominent
starting quarterback for the Chicago Bears.

How has the quarterback

position evolved at Ohio State

over the decades?

The quarterback position at Ohio State has evolved
from run-heavy quarterbacks like Rex Kern in the
1960s to more dual-threat and pass-oriented players
like Braxton Miller and Justin Fields in recent years.
Who succeeded Ohio State?s

guarterback legacy after Troy

Smith?

After Troy Smith, quarterbacks like Terrelle Pryor,
Braxton Miller, J.T. Barrett, and more recently Justin
Fields have carried on the legacy of Ohio State

guarterbacks.

Ohio State Quarterbacks History: A Legacy of Leadership and Excellence

Vol. 2023, Issue 1

ohio state quarterbacks history is a rich tapestry woven with some of the most

iconic

?gures in college football. The program?s quarterback position has long been a
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cornerstone of its success, producing elite athletes who have left an indelible mark on
both collegiate and professional football. From the early days of the Buckeyes to the
modern era, Ohio State quarterbacks have embodied leadership, resilience, and a
commitment to excellence that continues to de?ne the team?s identity.

Evolution of Ohio State Quarterbacks: From Past to Present

Ohio State?s quarterback lineage re?ects a dynamic evolution in playing style, coaching
philosophy, and strategic innovation. Early Buckeye quarterbacks were primarily game
managers, emphasizing precision and decision-making in a run-heavy o?ense. As college
football evolved, so did the demands on Ohio State signal-callers, who increasingly
became dual-threat athletes capable of extending plays with their legs while maintaining
accuracy in the passing game.

The program?s adaptability is evident when examining the transition from legends like Rex
Kern in the 1960s to modern stars such as Justin Fields. This progression illustrates how
Ohio State quarterbacks history is not merely about individual talent but also about the
program?s ability to cultivate players who can thrive amid changing o?ensive schemes
and competitive landscapes.

Iconic Ohio State Quarterbacks and Their Impact

Several quarterbacks stand out in Ohio State?s storied history, each contributing uniquely
to the team?s legacy.

Rex Kern (1966?71968): Often regarded as one of the greatest Buckeyes of all
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time, Kern led Ohio State to a national championship in 1968. His leadership and
toughness on the ?eld set a standard for future quarterbacks.

Art Schlichter (1978?1981): Known for his strong arm and proli?c passing,

Schlichter set multiple school records and was a ?rst-round NFL draft pick, although
his professional career was marred by personal challenges.

J.T. Barrett (2014?2017): Barrett holds several Ohio State records, including
total

touchdowns and single-season passing yards. His consistency and ability to avoid
turnovers made him a highly e?cient quarterback.

Justin Fields (2019?72020): Fields brought a dynamic dual-threat capability to
the

Buckeyes, combining elite athleticism with a strong arm. His impact was immediate,
leading Ohio State to the College Football Playo? National Championship game in
2020.

These players exemplify di?erent eras and styles, underscoring the diversity and
adaptability within Ohio State quarterbacks history.

Statistical Trends and Records

Analyzing Ohio State quarterbacks history through the lens of statistics reveals important



Ohio state quarterbacks history Handbook Vol. 2023, Issue 1

trends that highlight the program?s o?ensive evolution and quarterback development.

Passing Yardage: Early quarterbacks like Rex Kern prioritized balanced
o?ense,

but recent signal-callers such as Barrett and Fields have shattered passing yard

records, re?ecting a shift towards a more pass-oriented game.

Touchdowns: The increase in passing touchdowns over the decades mirrors
2.

changes in o?ensive philosophy, with recent quarterbacks frequently surpassing 30

touchdown passes in a season.

Completion Percentage: Modern Buckeye quarterbacks typically maintain
higher

3.

completion percentages, indicative of improved o?ensive schemes, quarterback

training, and receiver quality.

These metrics not only underscore individual achievements but also serve as indicators of
how Ohio State?s o?ensive strategies have evolved to meet the demands of contemporary
college football.

The Role of Coaching in Shaping Quarterbacks

Integral to Ohio State quarterbacks history is the in?uence of coaching sta?, particularly

the head coaches and quarterback coaches who have re?ned the skills and decision-
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making of these athletes.

Woody Hayes Era (1951?1978): Hayes emphasized a conservative o?ense

focused on the ground game, requiring quarterbacks who could manage the clock

and execute key plays under pressure.

Jim Tressel?s Tenure (200172010): Tressel?s leadership brought a balance
2.

between running and passing, with quarterbacks expected to be e?cient and

mistake-free.

Urban Meyer Era (201272018): Meyer revolutionized the o?ense with spread
3.

concepts, demanding quarterbacks who were athletic, quick-thinking, and capable

of executing complex plays.

Ryan Day (2019?Present): Continuing Meyer?s innovative approach, Day has
4.

cultivated quarterbacks like Justin Fields and C.J. Stroud, focusing on precision

passing combined with mobility.

The synergy between coaching philosophies and quarterback skill sets has been pivotal in
maintaining Ohio State?s competitive edge across decades.

Ohio State Quarterbacks in the NFL: Transition and Success

The history of Ohio State quarterbacks extends beyond college football, with many
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Buckeye signal-callers making signi?cant impacts at the professional level. While not
every collegiate star has translated success to the NFL, Ohio State quarterbacks have
generally fared well in the transition.

Notable NFL quarterbacks from Ohio State include:

Bobby Hoying: Played for the Philadelphia Eagles, known for solid but brief
career

highlights.

Craig Krenzel: Led Ohio State to a national championship in 2002 before a
limited

NFL tenure.

Terrelle Pryor: Transitioned to wide receiver in the NFL, but initially drafted as a
3.

quarterback.

Dwayne Haskins: A ?rst-round pick known for his strong arm and
record-breaking

4.

Ohio State career, though his NFL career was tragically cut short.

Justin Fields: Currently an emerging NFL talent, Fields? athleticism and arm
5.

strength have garnered signi?cant attention.
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The varied trajectories of these players re?ect both the challenges of the professional
game and the high level of preparation Ohio State quarterbacks receive.

Challenges and Opportunities in Quarterback Development

Developing a quarterback at Ohio State involves navigating unique challenges, from
intense media scrutiny to competition for starting roles. The program?s high expectations
create pressure, but also provide unparalleled opportunities for growth.

Pros of Ohio State?s quarterback development system:

Access to top-tier coaching and facilities.

Exposure to high-level competition in the Big Ten Conference.

Strong supporting cast and o?ensive schemes tailored to quarterback strengths.

3.

Cons include:

High competition can limit playing time for some talented quarterbacks.

Media and fan expectations can add signi?cant mental pressure.

Transition to NFL demands adjustments that not all players successfully make.
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Understanding these factors is crucial to appreciating the full scope of Ohio State
guarterbacks history and the program?s continued prominence.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Ohio State Quarterbacks

As Ohio State continues to recruit top quarterback prospects nationwide, the legacy of
excellence is expected to endure. Emerging talents like C.J. Stroud and others are poised
to carry forward the tradition, blending modern athleticism with a deep understanding of
Ohio State?s winning culture.

The program?s commitment to innovation and player development suggests that future
guarterbacks will not only break records but also adapt seamlessly to changing football
paradigms. This ongoing evolution ensures that Ohio State quarterbacks history remains a
compelling subject for fans, analysts, and historians alike.

Ohio State football quarterbacks, Ohio State QB records, Ohio State passing leaders, Ohio
State Buckeyes signal callers, Ohio State quarterback stats, Ohio State QB history
timeline, notable Ohio State quarterbacks, Ohio State Buckeyes football history, Ohio

State quarterback achievements, Ohio State football legends

ohio state quarterbacks by year

Ohio State Quarterbacks By Year

Ohio State Quarterbacks by Year: A Legacy of Leadership and Talent

ohio state quarterbacks by year have long been a fascinating topic for college
football
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fans, analysts, and sports historians alike. The Ohio State Buckeyes, one of the most
storied programs in NCAA football, have produced some of the most iconic and successful
guarterbacks in college football history. Tracking Ohio State quarterbacks by year not only
highlights the evolution of the team?s o0?ensive strategies but also showcases the
individual talent that has helped the Buckeyes remain a perennial powerhouse.

In this article, we?ll take an engaging journey through the decades, exploring who led the
Buckeyes from the quarterback spot, how their play shaped the team?s fortunes, and what
made each era unique. Along the way, we?ll touch on standout performances, coaching
in?uences, and the impact these quarterbacks had on Ohio State?s national prominence.
Early Years: Setting the Foundation (1920s?1950s)

The legacy of Ohio State quarterbacks begins in the early 20th century when college
football was rapidly evolving. In these formative years, Ohio State was establishing itself
as a competitive program in the Big Ten Conference. The style of play was vastly di?erent
from today's pass-heavy o?enses, with quarterbacks often serving as ?eld generals who
focused on managing the game rather than shining as star passers.

During the 1920s and 1930s, notable quarterbacks like Wes Fesler emerged. Fesler, who
also played multiple positions, was instrumental in Ohio State?s early successes. The role
of the quarterback during this period was more about leadership and toughness, guiding
the o?ense through a balanced mix of runs and the occasional pass.

By the 1950s, the Buckeyes began to see more specialization at the quarterback position.
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Players like Vic Janowicz, a versatile athlete who won the Heisman Trophy in 1950,
exempli?ed the multi-dimensional demands placed on quarterbacks in this era. The
groundwork laid in these decades enabled Ohio State to build a tradition of strong and
capable quarterbacks.

The Woody Hayes Era: Quarterbacks Who De?ned an Era

(195171978)

Woody Hayes, one of the most legendary coaches in college football history, coached Ohio
State from 1951 to 1978. His tenure is synonymous with hard-nosed football and Big Ten
dominance, and the quarterbacks of this period were key contributors to that success.
Key Quarterbacks Under Woody Hayes

**Rex Kern (1968?1970):** Perhaps the most celebrated Ohio State quarterback of

the Hayes era, Kern was a dual-threat who could pass and run with equal prowess.

He led the Buckeyes to an undefeated season and a national championship in 1968.
Kern?s leadership and athleticism set a high standard for future Ohio State signal-
callers.

**Cornelius Greene (1972?1974):** Greene was known for his scrambling ability and
clutch performances. His quickness and intelligence made him a perfect ?t for

Hayes? run-heavy o?ense, which relied on misdirection and power running.

Woody Hayes? quarterbacks often weren?t ?ashy passers by modern standards, but they
were tough, disciplined, and led o?enses that controlled the clock and wore down

opponents. The emphasis was on team success over individual stats, but these
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guarterbacks are still remembered for their leadership and resilience.

The Evolving Quarterback Role (1980s71990s)

As college football evolved through the 1980s and 1990s, so too did Ohio State?s
approach to the quarterback position. The passing game became more prominent, and
Ohio State began to recruit quarterbacks with stronger arms and more re?ned passing
skills.

Notable Quarterbacks of the Era

**Art Schlichter (1978?1981):** Schlichter was a proli?c passer who brought a new
dimension to the Buckeyes? o?ense. He set several school records and was known
for his precision and ability to read defenses.

**Jim Karsatos (1983?71986):** A reliable and steady presence, Karsatos helped Ohio
State maintain competitiveness during a transitional period for the program.

**Bobby Hoying (199271994):** Hoying showcased a more modern quarterback

style with a strong passing game, helping Ohio State reach several bowl games.
During these decades, Ohio State quarterbacks began to be judged not just on leadership,
but also on their statistical output and ability to execute more complex o?ensive
schemes. This shift re?ected broader changes in college football, as passing o?enses
gained prominence nationwide.

The Jim Tressel Era and the Rise of Elite Quarterbacks

(2001?2010)
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When Jim Tressel took over as head coach in 2001, Ohio State?s quarterback position
entered a golden age. Tressel?s teams emphasized ball control, e?cient passing, and
strong defense, and the quarterbacks during this era were central to that formula.
Standout Quarterbacks from the Tressel Era

**Craig Krenzel (2001?2004):** Krenzel was known for his calm demeanor and

clutch performances, leading the Buckeyes to a national championship in 2002. His
ability to manage the game and make smart decisions was key to Ohio State?s
success.

**Troy Smith (200372006):** Arguably one of the greatest quarterbacks in Ohio

State history, Smith won the Heisman Trophy in 2006. His combination of passing
ability and athleticism made him a dynamic threat and a fan favorite.

**Rex Grossman (brie?y in 2000 before transferring):** Though his time at Ohio

State was limited, Grossman?s later NFL success re?ects the caliber of quarterbacks
Ohio State attracted during this time.

The Tressel era quarterbacks were often praised for their leadership and ability to perform
under pressure. They bene?ted from an o?ense that balanced running and passing,
allowing them to showcase their skills while minimizing risk.

The Urban Meyer Era and the Modern Quarterback Revolution
(201272018)

Urban Meyer?s arrival in Columbus marked a seismic shift in Ohio State?s o?ensive

philosophy. Known for his innovative spread o?ense, Meyer brought a new level of
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excitement and explosiveness to the Buckeyes? quarterback play.

Ohio State Quarterbacks Who Shined Under Meyer

**Braxton Miller (2011?72013):** Miller was a dual-threat quarterback who electri?ed
crowds with his speed and agility. He was a two-time Big Ten O?ensive Player of the
Year and helped transition Ohio State into a more modern o?ensive style.

**J.T. Barrett (2014?2017):** Barrett was a workhorse who set numerous school
records. His intelligence and durability made him one of the most productive
guarterbacks in Ohio State history.

**Dwayne Haskins (2016?2018):** Haskins brought a powerful arm and pinpoint
accuracy to the Buckeyes. His record-breaking 2018 season culminated in a Big Ten
Player of the Year award and high NFL draft selection.

Meyer?s quarterbacks were emblematic of the modern college football signal-caller:
versatile, athletic, and capable of putting up big numbers. This era also saw Ohio State
return to national championship contention, with the quarterback play being a crucial part
of that resurgence.

Ryan Day and the Future of Ohio State Quarterbacks

(2019?Present)

After Urban Meyer?s departure, Ryan Day took the helm and continued Ohio State?s
tradition of elite quarterback play. Day?s o?ensive system builds on Meyer's spread

concepts but incorporates his own tweaks to maximize quarterback strengths.
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Leading Quarterbacks Under Ryan Day

**Justin Fields (201972020):** Fields was a dual-threat superstar who brought a

unique combination of arm talent and running ability. His electrifying performances
helped Ohio State reach the College Football Playo? and solidi?ed his status as a

top NFL prospect.

**C.J. Stroud (2020?Present):** Stroud represents the new generation of Ohio State
quarterbacks with his strong arm, poise, and accuracy. His ability to read defenses

and make quick decisions has made him a standout in the Big Ten and nationally.

Ryan Day?s quarterbacks exemplify the Buckeyes? commitment to staying at the cutting
edge of college football, blending athleticism with high-level quarterback mechanics and
football 1Q.

Why Tracking Ohio State Quarterbacks by Year Matters

Looking at Ohio State quarterbacks by year o?ers more than just a list of names; it
provides insight into how the program has evolved and adapted over time. Each
guarterback re?ects the o?ensive philosophy of their era, the coaching styles under which
they played, and the changing demands of college football.

For fans and analysts, understanding this progression helps explain why Ohio State
remains a quarterback factory and how the program continues to attract and develop top
talent. It also o?ers valuable lessons for aspiring quarterbacks about the importance of
adaptability, leadership, and mastering both physical and mental aspects of the game.

Ohio State?s quarterback legacy is a testament to the program?s dedication to excellence,
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innovation, and resilience. Whether it?s the gritty signal-callers of the Woody Hayes era or
the dynamic playmakers of today, Ohio State quarterbacks by year tell a compelling story
of football tradition and future promise.

Question

Answer

Who was the Ohio State starting

guarterback in 20237

C.J. Stroud was the starting quarterback for Ohio

State in 2023.

Which Ohio State quarterback

won the Heisman Trophy in

recent years?

C.J. Stroud was a Heisman Trophy ?nalist but did not

win; however, Ohio State quarterbacks like Troy

Smith won the Heisman Trophy in 2006.

How has the Ohio State

guarterback position evolved

over the past decade?

Over the past decade, Ohio State quarterbacks have

transitioned from dual-threat players like Braxton
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Miller to more pro-style passers like Justin Fields and

C.J. Stroud, re?ecting a versatile and dynamic

o?ensive approach.

Who was Ohio State's

guarterback before C.J. Stroud?

Before C.J. Stroud, Justin Fields was the starting

quarterback for Ohio State, leading the team during

the 2019 and 2020 seasons.

Which Ohio State quarterback

had the highest passing yards in

a single season?

Dwayne Haskins set the Ohio State single-season

passing yards record with 4,831 yards in 2018.

How many Ohio State

guarterbacks have been drafted

in the ?rst round of the NFL

Draft?

Several Ohio State quarterbacks have been ?rst-

round NFL Draft picks, including Justin Fields (2021),

Dwayne Haskins (2019), and Cardale Jones (2016,

though he was picked in the fourth round),

Vol. 2023, Issue 1
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highlighting the program's strong quarterback
development.

Who was the Ohio State starting

guarterback in the 2014 national

championship season?

J.T. Barrett was the starting quarterback for Ohio
State during the 2014 season, but Cardale Jones led
the team from the Big Ten Championship game
through the national championship victory.

Ohio State Quarterbacks by Year: A Comprehensive Review of the Buckeyes? Signal
Callers

ohio state quarterbacks by year o?ers a fascinating lens through which to
examine

the evolution of one of college football?s most storied programs. The quarterback position
at Ohio State University (OSU) has long been a focal point, shaping o?ensive philosophies
and often mirroring broader trends in college football strategy. From early pioneers under
Woody Hayes to modern-day stars under Ryan Day, the trajectory of Ohio State
guarterbacks re?ects changes in talent recruitment, o?ensive schemes, and the
program?s national ambitions.

Understanding Ohio State quarterbacks by year is not simply about listing names; it

involves analyzing how each era?s signal callers adapted to the demands of their time,
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in?uenced team success, and contributed to the Buckeyes? identity. This article delves
into the historical progression, highlights key ?gures, and contrasts the styles and impacts
of quarterbacks who have donned the scarlet and gray.

Historical Progression of Ohio State Quarterbacks

Ohio State?s quarterback legacy can be divided into distinct phases, each marked by shifts
in o?ensive philosophy and coaching leadership. Early decades saw more traditional
pocket passers and run-heavy o?enses, while recent years have embraced dual-threat
athletes and spread concepts.

The Woody Hayes Era: Power Football and Quarterback Fundamentals
Throughout the 1950s to 1970s, under coach Woody Hayes, Ohio State emphasized a run-
?rst 0?ense, which inherently limited the quarterback?s passing statistics but underscored
leadership and ball control. Quarterbacks like Rex Kern and Cornelius Greene were
notable for their command of the o0?ense and ability to manage the game rather than put
up gaudy passing numbers.

In these years, quarterbacks were primarily ?eld generals who executed a conservative
game plan focused on minimizing mistakes. The passing game complemented the ground
attack, with less emphasis on high-volume aerial production.

The Transition Years: Incorporating More Passing (1980s-1990s)

As college football o?enses evolved, Ohio State quarterbacks by year began to show

increased passing responsibilities. Players like Art Schlichter and Mike Tomczak emerged
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in an era that started blending power running with more dynamic passing attacks.

During the 1990s, quarterbacks such as Bobby Hoying and Joe Germaine demonstrated
the Buckeyes? growing commitment to balanced o?enses. This period laid the groundwork
for more versatile quarterbacks, capable of both managing the game and making

impactful throws down?eld.

Modern Era: The Rise of Dual-Threat Quarterbacks and National

Titles

The 2000s onward re?ect Ohio State?s adaptation to modern o?ensive trends, spotlighting
guarterbacks with mobility, arm strength, and adaptability to spread concepts. The
Buckeyes? national championships and playo? appearances coincide with this evolution.
From Troy Smith to Justin Fields: A New Quarterback Paradigm

Troy Smith (2003?2006), the 2006 Heisman Trophy winner, epitomized the blend of
pocket passing and athleticism. Smith?s tenure marked a shift toward quarterbacks who
could extend plays and make dynamic decisions, elevating Ohio State?s o?ensive potency.
Following Smith, quarterbacks like Terrelle Pryor introduced more pronounced dual-threat
capabilities, using speed and size to challenge defenses on the ground and in the air.
Perhaps the most transformative recent quarterback has been Justin Fields (2019?72020).
Fields rede?ned Ohio State quarterbacks by year with his exceptional blend of passing
e?ciency and rushing explosiveness. His ability to execute a high-tempo spread o?ense
propelled the Buckeyes to a College Football Playo? appearance and brought national

attention to the program?s quarterback development.
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Ryan Day?s Quarterback Development and O?ensive Innovation

Under head coach Ryan Day, Ohio State quarterbacks have continued to evolve,
bene?ting from innovative o?ensive schemes that emphasize quick reads, spacing, and
guarterback mobility. The transition from Fields to C.J. Stroud illustrates the program?s
commitment to grooming quarterbacks who can thrive in a pass-heavy, high-pressure
environment.

Stroud?s emergence in the 2021 season and beyond has rea?rmed Ohio State?s
reputation for producing NFL-ready quarterbacks who combine accuracy, composure, and
athleticism. The quarterback-by-year analysis under Day highlights a systematic approach
to recruiting and developing signal callers who ?t modern football?s demands.

Key Ohio State Quarterbacks by Year: Notable Figures and Their
Impact

While numerous players have started at quarterback for the Buckeyes, certain names
stand out for their statistical achievements, leadership, and cultural impact on the
program.

Rex Kern (1968?71970): Led Ohio State to a National Championship in 1968,

known for his leadership and clutch performances.

Troy Smith (2003?72006): Heisman Trophy winner who revitalized the
quarterback

2.
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position with his dual-threat capabilities.

Terrelle Pryor (2008?2010): A dynamic athlete who brought a new level of
3.

physicality and versatility to the role.

Justin Fields (2019?72020): Set multiple school records and demonstrated elite
4.

dual-threat quarterback play.

C.J. Stroud (20217?present): Emerging star with a strong arm and precision
S.

passing, embodying Ryan Day?s o?ensive philosophy.

Each of these quarterbacks re?ects a snapshot of the program?s strategic priorities and

the shifting landscape of college football o?enses.

Statistical Trends and Quarterback Performance Metrics

Analyzing Ohio State quarterbacks by year also involves examining key performance
indicators such as completion percentage, touchdown-to-interception ratio, rushing yards,
and passer rating. Over time, these metrics illustrate the increasing emphasis on

e?ciency and versatility.

For instance, earlier decades saw lower completion percentages due to conservative

passing and fewer attempts, while recent quarterbacks boast completion rates exceeding

65%, re?ecting improved training, scheme design, and talent.
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Dual-threat quarterbacks have added a new dimension to these statistics, contributing
signi?cant rushing yards and touchdowns, complicating defensive preparations and
expanding the o?ense?s playbook.

Recruitment Patterns and Quarterback Development at Ohio

State

Ohio State?s ability to recruit top-tier quarterback talent is a critical factor in?uencing the
guarterbacks by year. The program consistently targets high-pro?le prospects from across
the country, balancing raw athleticism with football 1Q.

The coaching sta??s emphasis on quarterback development?focusing on mechanics,
decision-making, and leadership?ensures that incoming talent matures into e?ective
starters. This developmental approach has helped Ohio State maintain a pipeline of
starting quarterbacks capable of competing at the highest levels.

Pros and Cons of Ohio State?s Quarterback Strategy

Pros: Strong recruiting network, innovative o?ensive schemes, excellent player

development, and exposure to high-pressure games.

Cons: High expectations leading to intense scrutiny, competition for starting
roles

causing potential instability, and the pressure to quickly adapt to complex

playbooks.
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Despite these challenges, Ohio State?s quarterback production remains among the
nation?s elite.

Looking Ahead: Future Prospects and Trends in Ohio State
Quarterbacks by Year

The trajectory of Ohio State quarterbacks by year suggests continued innovation and
adaptation. With the program?s emphasis on speed, accuracy, and mobility, future
guarterbacks are likely to be versatile athletes capable of executing multiple o?ensive
styles.

Emerging recruits show promise in blending traditional pocket passing with dynamic
rushing ability, ensuring that Ohio State remains competitive in the evolving landscape of
college football.

In summary, tracking Ohio State quarterbacks by year reveals not only a succession of
talented individuals but also a narrative about the program?s strategic evolution,
adaptability, and commitment to excellence at one of the sport?s most demanding
positions.

Ohio State football quarterbacks, Ohio State QB history, Ohio State Buckeyes
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